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A CHANGE OF SEASONS
This week we find ourselves in a season of transition, standing just days away from Ash Wednesday. In this weekend’s Gospel 
from Matthew, Jesus calls us to a “righteousness that surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees.” He challenges us to look be-
yond outward actions and examine the intentions of our hearts—a powerful message as we prepare for the interior conversion 
that Lent invites.
 We are also filled with joy to welcome back Father Alfred! His return is a blessing as we embark on this holy journey together. 
Please also keep our young students preparing for Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist in your prayers; they are on their re-
treat this weekend, seeking to strengthen their bond with the Holy Spirit.  Detailed information regarding the Lenten schedule, 
Ash Wednesday services, and photos of Father Alfred and our Confirmation candidates can be found inside. 
“Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.”- Matthew 
11:25



Prayer & Liturgy
Liturgical Schedule  
Monday,  February 16     
Monday of the 6th Wk. in Ordinary Time 
NO MASS     
Tuesday, February 17 
Tuesday of the 6th Wk. in Ordinary Time  
6 p.m. Mass:                           
Diane Tyson+ by Henry Mulnik  
Wednesday, February 18   
Ash Wednesday 
8:15 a.m. Mass: 
Kathryn Renaud+ by 
Don & Kathy Byrd                                                                               
6:00 p.m. Mass:    
Mark James+ by Lois & Lou Glasgow 
Thursday,  February 19 
Thursday After Ash Wednesday 
8:15 a.m. Mass:    
Victoria Haverman+ by Ed Coulson  
Friday,  February 20 
Friday After Ash Wednesday  
8:15 a.m. Mass: 
Ed & Sharon Rickert+ by Jimmy & Kerry 
Flanary     
Saturday, February 21    
Saturday After Ash Wednesday  
NO  MASS    
Saturday-Sunday, February 21- February 
22     
First Sunday of Lent   
4:30 p.m. (Saturday) Vigil Mass:  
Parishioners of Saint Elizabeth  
8:00 a.m. Mass *Streamed*:   
Bobby Jones+ by Norma Lesko   
10:30 a.m. Mass:       
Nancy Gray+ by Joyce Tite 

Reflections to help you prepare for 
Sunday Mass, the Holy Father’s monthly 
prayer intentions, and prayers for our 
priests and military are all on our web-
site at: stelizabethgc.org/pray

14 DAY SANCTUARY LAMP  
The 14 Day Sanctuary Lamp burns this week to 
remind us to pray for Rose Krystopa, Bud Char-
bonnier, Chris Spanberger, Norma Lesko
 
ALTAR FLOWERS   
The flowers this weekend are in memory of Dale 
Fletcher+ by Darlene Fletcher

Mass offerings are available ($10), as are memo-
rials on the 14 Day Candle / Sanctuary Lamp, and 
Altar Flowers ($50). Contact the parish office.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE   
This spring, in partnership with our friends 
at Holy Famly/St. Mary’s Catholic Church, we 
will participate in 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil. 
Our day is Friday, March 27 beginning at 7 a.m. 
We need a total of 24 people who are willing 
to pray for an hour at the abortion business in 
downtown Granite City. Sign up this weekend 
in the gathering space.

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Thank you to everyone that was able to 
attend our most recent Catholic Community 
Outreach meeting.  We will meet on the 4th 
Monday of each month. Our next meeting will 
be Monday, February 23 at 6pm in the Harmo-
ny Room at St. Elizabeth. 

- We will be taking responsibility for the Good 
Samaritan dinner on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month as well as continuing the bags for 
our homeless citizens and our laundry assis-
tance. Our next GS Dinner is February 25th. 

Please share this with like minded folks in our 
parishes so we can bring new ideas to help 
strengthen our communities with God’s help!

    

LADIES SODALITY NEWS  
Annual Prayer Breakfast is a yearly tradition to 
gather  women of our deanery. The Council of 
Catholic Women have been hosting this annu-
al prayer breakfast for about 15 years. It is a day 
to bring women from our diocese together for 
the power of the Rosary, celebration of Mass, 
fellowship during breakfast, and become 
evangelized by our speaker. We are honored 
to be hosting this year and are estimating 
around 200 in attendance. Please make plans 
to attend and send in your registration on-line 
or by dropping a form in the offertory or office. 
If you need more information please call an of-
ficer or grab one of us at mass: Tammi, Kathy, 
Patty, Pam W.

Ladies Sodality will also host the reception on 
Sunday, February 22, after the 10:30am mass 
for 30 students being confirmed and receiving 
1st communion the day before in Spring-
field. Please let me know if you can bake some 
cupcakes. Any flavor but will need to have 
white icing. Please call, 618-876-4819 and leave 
a message with your name, number and the # 
of cupcakes you will be donating. Thank you 
for your support.

Parish Life

GOSPEL MASS CHOIR   
All are invited to join the Gospel Mass Choir 
for the Black History Month Gospel Mass 
on February 28, 2026, St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Springfield, IL. Sponsored by 
the Black Catholic Commission. Contact 
information for joining: Anastasia (217) 
218-5970 | Gale (217) 341-5029 | egbedima-
mejoshua@gmail.com   
    
RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents 
weekend experiences for married couples 
to rekindle romance, enhance meaningful 
communication, and deepen and renew 
commitment. Sign-up now! For more infor-
mation or to apply, go to wwme.org or call 
Terry & Eric Engholm at 314-649-7317. Next 
ones:4/17/2026 – 4/19/2026, St. Peters, MO 
6/12/2026 – 6/14/2026, St. Peters, MO 

.

Around the Area 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
CATHOLIC? JOIN US FOR OCIA 
Do you have a child over the age of 7 who 
hasn’t been baptized? Were you baptized 
Catholic as a child, but haven’t celebrated 
the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confir-
mation? Are you seeking relationship with 
Christ and have questions? Contact our 
DRE, Chris Spanberger (cspan@stelizabeth-
gc.org for more information about OCIA & 
PSR

KNIGHTS CORNER .   
Greetings,

As we look towards the start of lent this week, 
let us try to go out of our way to be like Jesus.

John 13:34

Peace be with you,

Grand Knight Alan Arakaki

Formation  &  Knights Corner

Explore opportunities to learn more about your faith at stelizabethgc.org/formation

Read about more going on here and nearby at stelizabethgc.org/news

Read more about preparing for Sacraments and 
receiving other forms of pastoral care, like an-
nointing or communion to the Homebound, etc. 
at stelizabethgc.org/pastoral-care



Extra 
Extra!

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Contribution statements for 2025 are located in the 
tubs in the gathering space. Please look for yours and 
take it with you for tax purposes. If you do not see 
yours, please contact the parish office or, check your 
email. Some of our parishioners would have had their 
statements sent to them by email. 

TRIVIA NIGHT THANK YOU!!
We want to thank everyone who came out to the St. 
Elizabeth Catholic School Trivia to help support our 
school kids. We had a great turnout and helped raise 
$6700.00 for the school.
Thanks  to our sponsors and volunteers who made it 
a successful event and evening.  
We got a lot of great feedback and hope to do it again 
this Fall....stay tuned!! 
PS -  to our younger generation players:  
We heard your voices and added someone to our 
team to help us speak more to you in our categories 
and questions next time! 

WELCOME BACK FATHER ALFRED! 
We have great news to share! Father Alfred, Cindy R. and 
Amelia T. returned safely from Uganda this week. Welcome 
home! We are grateful to have you all back and look 
forward to hearing all about your adventures in East 
Central Africa! 

LENTEN REGULATIONS AND SCHEDULES
The season of Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 
2026 and ends just prior to the evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on 
Holy Thursday, April 2, 2026 when the Paschal Triduum begins. Lent is 
the principal penitential season in the Church year. All the Christian 
Faithful are urged to develop and maintain a voluntary program of self 
denial (in addition to the Lenten regulations which follow), serious 
prayer and the performing of deeds of charity and mercy, including 
the giving of alms. 

Lenten Regulations:
1. Abstinence- Everyone 14 years of age and over is bound to abstain 

from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent. 
2. Fast- Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is required 

to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
On these two days of fast and abstinence, only one full meatless meal 
is permitted. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain 
strength may be taken according to each person's needs, but together 
these two should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is 
not permitted, but liquids (including milk and fruit juices) are allowed. 
3. To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is seriously 
sinful. 

-On Ash Wednesday, we will have Mass at 8:15 a.m. and  6 p.m. and 
will also have a service at 12 Noon to dispense ashes to those who find 
it easier to make it at Midday. 

-Each Friday during Lent at 3 p.m. in the church we will have Stations 
of the Cross. 

-On Ash Wednesday and each Friday during Lent, Men's Club Hosts 
Fish Fry in the cafeteria from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m 

-On Thursday, March 12 at 6:30 p.m., Holy Family will host the Tri City 
Lenten Penance Service.  

May this holy season be a time of spiritual renewal for each of us!



Extra 
Extra!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE   
We are hoping to raise $2.1 million to fund many needed improvements 
across our campus.  We kicked off this Campaign on the Feast of St. 
Elizabeth.  

Your help is needed to achieve our goal.  While we continue to look at new 
fundraisers where the community can participate, ultimately this is our 
church, our school and our campus.  We need YOU praying for our success, 
talking up the needs of our parish, and pledging and giving, maybe even 
beyond your comfort level.  If you do not currently tithe 10% of your gross 
income, this would be an excellent opportunity to ease into it through 
monthly payments.

Thus far, we are happy to report that we have received a total of 
$280,177.00 pledged and collected $160,749.00 in actual donations. We 
have a long way to go, but we are confident in our parish! 

A question we have heard pertains to the amount of money that we are 
required to pass along to the diocese. These funds will help to maintain 
and improve exterior conditions at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception as well as maintenance needs at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
and Villa Maria Conference Center in Springfield.  Our assessment amount 
for this campaign is $75,456. This amount will take care of our 
responsibility and is a ONE TIME payment to the diocese.  

Please do not pass up the opportunity to share a pledge card with your 
family or friends, some of whom may be alumni of our school or former 
parishioners. We also have a container in the gathering space for spare 
change or to drop contributions.  Every little bit helps.  

When we started the campaign, the request was for you to prayerfully 
consider your pledge amount.  Please continue  praying and discerning 
what you are being called to give and make your pledge soon. There are 
plenty of cards in the gathering space.  May God bless you always.

St. Elizabeth, pray for us.

NEW BULLETIN ADVERTISER
Say hello to our newest bulletin advertiser, BLUE COLLAR CONSTRUCTION 
& ASPHALT SEALING. They are  a local business who does roofing, drywall, 
flooring, siding and much more. See their ad on the back page and call 
them today! 







     
Sunday, February 15
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Men At Prayer- 9 a.m. 
Confirmation Retreat- 11:30 a.m- 2 
p.m.(Harmony)
Young Disiples - 6 p.m. 
Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedica-
tion   7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m
Monday, February 16
NO DAILY MASS
President’s Day Holiday
Parish Office & School CLOSED
Tuesday,  February 17
Daily Mass- 6 p.m..
Choir Rehearsal- 7-8:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, February 18
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
BINGO - 7 p.m. (Columbus Home)
Thursday, February 19
Daily Mass- 8:15  a.m.
O.C.I.A.- 6:30 p.m. (PLC)
Adoration 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Friday, February 20
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
Lenten Fish Fry - 4 p.m- 7 p.m.
Saturday,  February 21
Pray @ Abortion Business - 9 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation 3 p.m. 
Vigil Mass - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 22
Confirmation Celebration after 
10:30 a.m Mass! 
OCIA to Cathedral (Rite of Election)
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedica-
tion 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m

This  Week 

Stewardship
February 8,  2026 Actual Goal Over/(Short)
Week 32  Regular Income $5,598.00

93 Envelopes, Average $60.19

Loose $336.75

Building Repair & Maintenance $55.00

Online Giving $948.73

TOTAL $6,938.48 $11,193.00 ($4,254.52)
YTD TOTALS $278,619.38 $358,176.00 ($79,556.62)

Weekly and YTD Goals are calculated based on our annual fiscal year budget submitted to the Diocese and what is 
required to break even.
 

Other Gifts:
Fund A Royal/Tuition Assistance $270.00       
Catholic Times   $30.00       
BINGO Profit  $12,000.00         
Church in Ltn. America $525.00       
UPCOMING SPECIAL OR SECOND COLLECTIONS     
If you are giving on-line, or are not getting envelopes, please take note of the following Diocesan and Parish 
Special Collections.  Remember to log in to your PushPay account every month to check on any upcoming 
Special Collections.  If you are receiving envelopes, we strongly encourage you to use them to make sure 
your contributions are properly reported to your account or use your Giving ID # on your check or other en-
velope.              

 February 18 -Aid to Church in Central/Eastern Europe Catholic Charities – March 1 (2nd Sunday of Lent)

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” MATTHEW 5:20
The Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law, 
and they used this to elevate themselves above the other 
people. Jesus is clear – it’s the love that you have in your 
heart, for God and others, that will get you to heaven. 
Simply following church rules to the letter and not out 
of love, does not necessarily put you on the path 
to heaven. Attending Sunday Mass and 
then gossiping about a fellow parishioner 
on the parking lot is an example of being 
a modern-day Pharisee.

Parish Tithing Reporting 
Our parish tithe to the Diocese to support the 
administration, ministries, and work of our 
Diocese is 10% of our regular monthly income. 
January 2026 Tithe: $3,494.00

 

My Parish Prayer      Almighty God, My parish is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am. 
It will be holy if I am. Its pews will be filled if I help fill them. It will do great work if I work. It will be prayerful if I pray. It will 
make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its worship if I invite and bring them. 
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and of compassion, charity, and mercy if I - who make it 
what it is - am filled with these same qualities. Therefore, with the help of God,  I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the 
things I want my parish to be. Bless my journey Lord God, that I might follow Jesus and build the Church for your glory. Amen.

St. Elizabeth School
Remember: Catholic education starts at Sunday Mass!  

School families, don’t forget to continue submitting your Mass cards at Sunday Mass.

Read more about the school & the weekly newsletter at stelizabethgc.org/school

More about more ways to give time, talent, & treasure at stelizabethgc.org/stewardship
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