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Second Sunday of Lent® March 1, 2026

A NEW BEGINNING IN THE SPIRIT

What a joy it was to witness our parish youth stand before Bishop Thomas John Paprocki at the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception last weekend! In a beautiful outpouring of grace, these young
men and women completed their Sacraments of Initiation, receiving both the Seal of the Holy Spirit
in Confirmation and their First Holy Communion. As we journey through this second Sunday of
Lent, we celebrate these “newly-minted” witnesses to the Faith. May the strength of the Holy Spirit
and the nourishment of the Eucharist guide them to be bold disciples in our community and beyond.
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Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, pray for us.




LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Monday, March 2

Lenten Weekday

NO MASS

Tuesday, March 3 .
Saint Katherine Drexel, Virgin

MASS SCHEDULE CHANGES

In March, we will have a few Mass schedule
changes. Tuesday, March 10 and March 17,
mass will be moved to 8:15 a.m. At this time,
Mass on March 18th is cancelled so that our
priests can be in convocation with their
brother priests of our diocese. If that changes,

6 p.m. Mass: we will communicate it here. Pray for all the
Denn Chal‘neY+ bY Premo+ & priests of our diocese as they go about the
Kay ay work of leading our local church.
Wednesday, March 4 LADIES SODALITY NEWS

Lenten Weekday Thank you to the ladies that baked the

delicious cupcakes for the children’s recep-
tion to celebrate their Confirmation and 1st

8:15a.m. Mass: _
Helen Withers+ by the Yobby Fami-

1 Communion. We had a fun time and food and
'E"hursda March 5 fellowship was enjoyed by all.
Lenten \Xfeekday Remember to sign up for the Annual Prayer

Breakfast being held on our campus, March
21st. Look for the registration form in this
bulletin, scan the QR code to register on-line
or drop a $30 check in collection basket with
your name, address and email address and we
will save you a seat.

8:15a.m. Mass:

Carole McGee+ by Kay Clay
Friday, March 6

Lenten Weekday

8:15 a.m. Mass:

First Friday Intentions

Saturday, March 7 We will be raffling off a beautiful queen size
Lenten eekday quilt, made by our talented quilters and four
8:15a.m Mass: beautiful leather purses along with a few other

Geraldine Ropac+ by Norma Lesko
Saturday-Sunday, March 7- March

8

Third Sunday of Lent

4:30 p.m. (Saturday) Vigil Mass:

Ecl)m okotovich+ by Premo+ & Kay
a

8:03([) a.m. Mass *Streamed*:

Parishioners of Saint Elizabeth

10: a.m. Mass:

Lucille Friederich+ by Dennis &

AROUND THE AREA

SACRED SHRINES PILGRIMAGE

Join Msgr. David Hoefler of the Diocese of
Springfield on a pilgrimage to the Sacred
Marian Shrines of France, Portugal, and Spain,
traveling September 28-October 9, 2026. This
spiritually rich journey will include visits to
some of the most beloved Marian sites in the
world. Space is limited. To learn more and
register online, go to go.dio.org/786

ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS....

ChIIS Taylor to the National Council of Catholic Women,
celebrating 106 years of service and leadership
in our Catholic values. Founded and approved

14 DAY SANCTUARY LAMP by the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops on

The 14 Day Sanctuary Lamp burns this week to re- March 4,1920.
mind us to pray for our school & PSR Students
who received the Sacrament of Confirmation
& First Holy Eucharist last weekend!!
ALTAR FLOWERS

There is no flower memorial during the Lenten

season. Please contact the office to schedule a
memorial!

Primarily they began as Altar and Rosary So-
cieties within churches, expanding to include
other organizations as parishes grew in size,
including Daughters of Isabella, Daughters of
America, Right to Life, school mothers, moth-
er clubs, and K.C. Auxiliaries, etc.

Mass offerings are available ($10), as are memo-
rials on the 14 Day Candle / Sanctuary Lamp, and
Altar Flowers ($50). Contact the parish office.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING
CATHOLIC? JOIN US FOR OCIA
Do you have a child over the age of 7 who
hasn't been baptized? Were you baptized
Catholic as a child, but haven't celebrated

the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confir-
mation? Are you seeking relationship with
Christ and have questions? Contact our
DRE, Chris Spanberger (cspan@stelizabeth-
gc.org for more information about OCIA &
PSR

special items. Hope to fill the church and
cafeteria with faith filled women for a half day
of praise and worship.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE

This spring, in partnership with our friends

at Holy Famly/St. Mary's Catholic Church, we
will participate in 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil.
Our day is Friday, March 27 beginning at 7 a.m.
We need a total of 24 people who are willing

to pray for an hour at the abortion business in
downtown Granite City. Sign up this weekend
in the gathering space.

LENTEN MISSION
Ready for a spiritual reset?

Mark your calendars for March 9-11! We are
hosting Patty Schneier for our annual Lenten
Mission. Whether you're a lifelong Catholic or
just exploring your faith, Patty’'s message of
“Extraordinary Love” is for you.

Finish the week strong at the Tri-City Penance
Service on March 12 at Holy Family.

See you there!

Regardless of affiliations, all Catholic Women
are part of the Council. The “ladder” might be-
gin on parish level, then Deanery level (23 Par-
ishes make up Alton Deanery), followed to the
Diocesan level (5 Deaneries make up Spring-
field level), then proceed to the National level.
We strive to make a difference by our actions
and voices within our parishes, communities,
National and International ministries.

Please pray for guidance in their works and
continued prayers for world peace.

Submitted by: Alton Deanery Council of Catho-
lic Women Board

FORMATION & KNIGHTS CORNER

KNIGHTS CORNER

Iwould like to invite you to join us in praying
the rosary at the Columbus home. We meet
every Friday night at 6:00 PM and on the first
Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM.

Even if you do not plan to stay for bingo, please
feel free to join us for prayer. ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”” — Acts

20:35
Grand Knight Alan Arakaki




Capital Campaign Coil
November 15, 2025 — $2.1 Million

November 17, 2028

Disciples

$2,000,000

$1,750,000

$1,500,000

$1,250,000

) Saturday, March 21, 2026
_JOIH us [0] St. Elizabeth C:

lll(} 2026 2300 Pontoon Rd, Gr:
Women's
Prayer

Breakfast

urch
1L 62040

$1,000,000
$750,000
$400,000

Strong in Faith, Building for Tomorrow

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

We are hoping to raise $2.1 million to fund many needed improvements
across our campus. We kicked off this Campaign on the Feast of St.
Elizabeth.

Your help is needed to achieve our goal. While we continue to look at new
fundraisers where the community can participate, ultimately this is our
church, our school and our campus. We need YOU praying for our success,
talking up the needs of our parish, and pledging and giving, maybe even
beyond your comfort level. If you do not currently tithe 10% of your gross
income, this would be an excellent opportunity to ease into it through
monthly payments.

Thus far, we are happy to report that we have received a total of
$284,901.00 pledged and collected $167,249.00 in actual donations. We
have a long way to go, but we are confident in our parish!

A question we have heard pertains to the amount of money that we are
required to pass along to the diocese. These funds will help to maintain
and improve exterior conditions at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception as well as maintenance needs at the Catholic Pastoral Center

and Villa Maria Conference Center in Springfield. Our assessment amount
for this campaign is $75,456. This amount will take care of our
responsibility and is a ONE TIME payment to the diocese.

Please do not pass up the opportunity to share a pledge card with your

family or friends, some of whom may be alumni of our school or former
parishioners. We also have a container in the gathering space for spare

change or to drop contributions. Every little bit helps.

When we started the campaign, the request was for you to prayerfully
consider your pledge amount. Please continue praying and discerning
what you are being called to give and make your pledge soon. There are
plenty of cards in the gathering space. May God bless you always.

St. Elizabeth, pray for us.

NEW BULLETIN ADVERTISER

Say hello to our newest bulletin advertiser, BLUE COLLAR CONSTRUCTION
& ASPHALT SEALING. They are a local business who does roofing, drywall,
flooring, siding and much more. See their ad on the back page and call
them today!

Stewards

St Elizabeth Catholic Church

Please visit RedCrossBlood org and enter: StElizabethCC
t0 schedule an appointment.

o e AT

v Oi‘h’ Lenten Penance Service

Thursday, March 12, 2026
6:30Pm

th] ‘Famih] Catholic Chwreh
2606 Washingzﬁon Ave.
Cranite Ciﬁ]

Reconciliacién en espafiol también!

ST. MaRY - ST. MARK
Cathalic Church
Madison, IL

Blood Drive

Parish Life Center
2300 Pontoon Rd
Granite City, IL 62040

Friday, March 6, 2026
11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

LADIES SODALITY SCHOLARSHIP

Attention, seniors! Please pick up

your 2026 application packet for

the Ladies Sodality Scholarship,

waieesose— FeCO@Nizing a student who

exemplifies the values and beliefs
of the Catholic faith. Packets are
available this week in the Parish
office and are due on April 30,
2026.

REISKE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Applications will be available at the

Parish Office this week. Any college

bound parishioner is eligible who:

Graduated from St. Elizabeth
School

Presently is a member of St.
Elizabeth Parish

Is active in the Parish
Attends Mass EVERY WEEKEND
Has financial need

Applications are due by Tuesday, March
31,2026, no later than 4:00 pm. Fr.
Alfred and the Selection Committee
will then review the applications and
present their selection to the Pastoral
Council. First time applicants will have
preferential consideration and no one
applicant will be awarded the
scholarship more than two times.

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Contribution statements for 2025 are
located in the tubs in the gathering
space. Please look for yours and take it
with you for tax purposes. If you do not
see yours, please contact the parish
office or, check your email. Some of our
parishioners would have had their
statements sent to them by email.




F.R.0.G. (FULLY RELY ON GOD)
This was the final Sunday Homily, shared by Fr. Carl E. Scherrer before his
retirement.

Joke: The story is told... (taxi driver & priest in heaven) "When you preached, people
slept; when he drove his taxi, people prayed!"

Not only have you most likely heard me fell that joke before, but you've also most
likely heard all that I'm going to say in today's homily... If you're still awake! In today's
first Scripture reading from Deuteronomy, we heard Moses tell the people to heed the
voice of the Lord & keep his commandments; and in today's Gospel Jesus tells us the
way to eternal life is the way of love, love of God & love of neighbor. We've all heard
these commandments & statutes so often, that they may tend go in one ear & out the
other at least they often do for me. And so today | want to share with you some quotes
& aphorisms *& the Law of Love. They give me, as they say, "something to hang my hat
on!" And as you all know, | have a lot of hats to hang!!

"The Main thing is to keep the Main Thing the Main Thing!"

"People are like balloons, they are made to be lifted up!"

"The only way to measure love is to love without measure!"

""Stewardship is what we do with what we have because of what we believe:'

"The only things we can take with us from this life are the things we have given away!"
"When you dig others out of trouble, you find a place to bury your own!"

"If we take care of others, God will take care of us!"

"The poor are not a burden, but they our ticket to heaven!"

"We are all beggars at the doorstep of God's Mercy!"

"We are all on God's welfare plan!"

"Our God is a God of second chances!"

"The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich in compassion!"

"The acid of vengeance does more harm to the container in which it is stored than it
does to the one on whom it is poured!"

"Gentle Ways Are Always Best! There is nothing stronger than genuine gentleness:'
"The way of "Jesus & the Gospel is not the way of common sense!" "The Gospel is
counter-cultural!"

"Work like everything depends upon you, and pray like everything depends upon
God!"

"Service and Love - That's My Racket!" ":The service we give is the rent we pay for
the space we occupy!"

"You are writing a Gospel, a chapter a day, by the things you do & the words you say:'
"Preach the Gospel always, & if necessary, even use words!" "It is no use to walk
anywhere to preach unless our walking is our preaching!"

"What on earth are you doing for heaven's sake?"

"No one rises to low expectations!" "Good, better, best; never let it rest until

your good is your better, and your better is

your best:'

"If we do our very best, God's grace will take care of the rest:'

"Some people pursue happiness; others create it!"

"It is becoming increasingly more apparent to me that the only people in this world
who are genuinely happy are the people who have learned how to praY:'

"When it comes to prayer, A spoonful of silence can be worth more than a waterfall of
words!"

"ASAP - always stop and pray"

"The shortest distance between two people is a smile!"

"Holy people are happy people; Happy People are Holy People:'

"When you make God's people smile, you make God smile!"

"If you want to be a disciple of Jesus, you better look good on wood!"

"In war there are no winners or losers; only the living and the dead!"

"Always remember that the world is a better place because you are in it!"

"Whether you think you can or you think you can't, you'll be right!"

Disciples
&

Stewards

FOUNDED 1928 BY BISHOP GRIFFIN

[ — S—

SPRINGFIELD IN IL DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF
CATHOLIC WOMEN(SDCCW) SCHOLARSHIP

The MISSION of the Springfield in IL Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women (SDCCW) is to support and
empower all Catholic women in spirituality,
leadership and service. The SDCCW is pleased to
award a $2,000 scholarship to four Catholic HS girl
graduates from the Springfield Diocese in IL. To
apply for one of these scholarships, the following
three documents must be received by April 15, 2026.

1. The SDCCW Scholarship Application: Completed--
including your signature and the signature of your
pastor.

2. ATYPED ESSAY (two pages maximum) signed by
you indicating how you have exemplified Catholic
values of leadership, faith and service in your family,
parish, school and/or community.

3. ASigned LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION from an
adult that is familiar with how you have exemplified
Catholic values of leadership, faith and service to
family, parish, school and/or community.

If you or a family member meets the qualifications
please pick up a packet in the gathering space.

- Continued from left column:

"Let the Holy Spirit do the heavy lifting!" "We must be a Church
where everybody is a somebody, and nobody is a nobody, there
are no second stringers!"

"The defense of unborn life is closely linked to the defense of
each & every other human right. It is not progressive to try to
resolve problems by eliminating a human life."

"Teamwork makes the dream work!"

"The Church is not a museum to be preserved, but a garden to be
cultivated:'

"God is not always God the way we would be God if we were
God:'

"Faith does not make things easy; it makes them possible!"
"Teaching is love. If there is no love, it is like a garden without
water!"

"The little things in life often become the big things!"

"Laugh a little louder, smile a little bigger, love a little deeper, &
walk through life a little slower!"

"To be a saint, you don't have to do great things; just small things
with great love:'

"We can only claim to love God as much as that one person, or
that one group of persons, that we love the least!"

"Long live our 4 billion year old mother!

Good Planets are hard to find!"

"I love you, and there is nothing you can do about it!"

"Don't cry because it's over; smile because it happened!"

I hope you've heard something today that you can hang your hat
on. And if not, hang your hat on this!

"God is good... all the time. All the time...

God is good!"
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Remember: Catholic education starts at Sunday Mass! Sunday, March 1
School families, don’t forget to continue submitting your Mass cards at Sunday Mass. M 8'00 & 10:30
ass - 8:00 a.m. :30 a.m.
% U i A
\/ é/\\\\ @©d SiBlessin Sl‘ﬁgQ ot Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedica-
=— ’7/4‘6} d " tion 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m
\{/Jlk\\/" . -.-;- | ' NO DAILY MASS
Y & [ s Ll - Tuesday, March 3

Daily Mass- 6 p.m.
Men's Club Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal- 7-8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 4

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
BINGO - 7 p.m. (Columbus Home)
Thursday, March 5
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.

Adoration 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.
School Registration- 6- 8 p.m.
0.C.ILA.- 6:30 p.m. (PLC)
Friday, March 6

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
(PLC) -11a.m.- 5:30 p.m.

Read more about the school & the weekly newsletter at stelizabethgc.org/school Lenten Fish Fry - 4 p.m- 7 p.m.
Daily Maes. 30

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
February 22, 2026 Actual Goal Over/(Short) Pray @ Abortion Business - 9 a.m.
Week 34 Regular Income $3,534.00 Sacrament of Reconciliation 3 p.m.

92 Envelopes, Average $38.41 Vigil Mass - 4:30 p.m.
_ Sunday, March 8

Loose $934.75.00 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
Building Repair & Maintenance $35.00 (Clock Forward One Hour)

Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Online Giving $1,112.13 Young Disciples (Harmony) - 6 p.m.
TOTAL $5,615.88 $11,193.00 ($5,577.12) Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedica-
YTD TOTALS $290,372.31 $380,562.00 ($90,189.69) tion 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m

Weekly and YTD Goals are calculated based on our annual fiscal year budget submitted to the Diocese and what is

Si‘ﬁrgﬁ Efifte;k even- Parish Tithing Reporting
- . Our parish tithe to the Diocese to support the
Fund A Royal/Tuition Assistance $190.00 33 . — “ .
Church in Central & E. Europe $1,556.00 a4m1n1sFratlon, ministries, and work of our Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and
’ Diocese is 10% of our regular monthly income. from your father’s house to a land that I will
January 2026 Tithe: $3,494.00 show you.” GENESIS 12:1
UPCOMING SPECIAL OR SECOND COLLECTIONS God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways

If you are giving on-line, or are not getting envelopes, please take note of the following Diocesan and Parish ar?d to follow Him, placing our complete trust in
Special Collections. Remember to log in to your PushPay account every month to check on any upcoming ~ Him. Some of the old ways that we struggle to
Special Collections. If you are receiving envelopes, we strongly encourage you to use them to make sure leave behind might be materialism, selfishness
your contributions are properly reported to your account or use your Giving ID # on your check or other en-  and greed. Yet, God promises to show us a new
velopes. Please contact the Parish office if you are currently not receiving envelopes and would like to start. land and a better way to live. Remem-
using them for all your contributions. Catholic Charities- March1 Catholic Relief Services- March 15 ber what St. Teresa of Calcutta said,

“God does not call us to be successful,

More about more ways to give time, talent, & treasure at stelizabethgc.org/stewardship ~ God calls us to be faithful.”

My Parish Prayer Almighty God, My parish is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am.
It will be holy if I am. Its pews will be filled if I help fill them. It will do great work if I work. It will be prayerful if I pray. It will
make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its worship if I invite and bring them.
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and of compassion, charity, and mercy if I - who make it
what it is - am filled with these same qualities. Therefore, with the help of God, Iwill dedicate myself to the task of being all the
things I want my parish to be. Bless my journey Lord God, that I might follow Jesus and build the Church for your glory. Amen.




BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS & ADVERTISING
Published weekly by St. Elizabeth Catholic Church & School and printed locally by Schwartzkopf Printing in Alton, Illinois. To

recommend content for inclusion in the bulletin, email bulletin @stelizabethgc.org prior to Monday at Noon. For information on
bulletin advertising, contact Bret Ware in the parish office.
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618-931-6593 220 OLD ALTON F
520 E ChabiokRecks e Graniie Ciovill S
DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSIS- D St. Elizabeth School
TANCE COORDINATOR N - BINGO
and liaison between the Diocese and anyone with i
an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor. Blue Collar Vgi?&gfg&gg;iﬁs
Alison Smith Construction & .
. Buy 1 Large Early Bird
217-321-1155 Asphalt Sealing isel Ki Get 1 Small Early Bird Free
LG AL with this Coupon
Car insurance you need at St. E[izabeth
2ot cnford Ladies Sodality
; \?}\/&;\T\li.lceoﬁir:‘{l:\,lllf-iggggig-lﬁfri/brandon.pruett MEEtings in the Harmony ROOm
:)(Sr]zasr\)ig;ﬁ:]usetl@coumryﬁnanciaI.com 4th Tue Sday
After the 6 p.m. Mass
t June, July, & December
@ excep , A
ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME
Christopher T. Layloff . COME JOIN
Former St. El?ili;t:;;:g:;::x %nlghtﬁ uf @ulumhug
Personal Injury, ashestos litigation, lung cancer, Tri-Cities Council # 1098
medical malpractice, workers comp:l:;t-f;::;-aggoza; 4225 OLD ALTON ROAD
‘ THE clayloff@gorilaw.com 618-877-4250
a' GORI www.gorilaw.com MEETINGS 2ND & 4TH TUESDAY
LAW FIRM A
Seo275 Auto Service St. Elizabeth
MENS CLUB

SPECIALIZING IN:

Engine Diagnostics, Electrical Diagnostics,
Engine Repairs, Emmissions Repairs,
Computer Programming, Brakes, A/C,
Suspensions, Exhaust & Transmissions

T e
4012 North St. » Granite Citv #797-7812

Meetings Monthly

[rwin Chapel
(Except July & August)

«u ] Ny
Honormg Llfe 1st Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
In School Cafeteria

Giranite Clty * Glen Carbon All Men Of Parish Welcome

Along the Way

Bed and Breakfast
A Better Way to Stay
ARROLLTON

alongtheway@netzero.com

R — \, I — ‘( Norma'Lesko,
L I 152 Central Avenue AN K

CREDIT UNION o Mitghell, llinois 2040
@ ( lalongthewayb-b.com
+

Rev |tyC U.com www.facebook.}:?m/alon‘gthevyay)/t)

Pace True Value Hardware
3365 Fehling Rd
618-451-2300

" 1533 Johnson Road
618-877-7702
SiSenorMexican.com
Parishioner

Family Owned!




