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LIVING WATER

As we approach the Third Sunday of Lent, we encounter Jesus at the well, offering the Samaritan woman “living water”
that satisfies the deepest thirsts of the soul. Just as she left her water jar behind to share the Good News, we are invit-

ed this week to set aside our own distractions and drink deeply from the well of God’s mercy. To help us encounter this
life-giving grace, we have two wonderful opportunities approaching: our Lenten Mission begins next week, followed by a
community-wide Penance Service at our sister parish, Holy Family. Whether you are feeling spiritually parched or simply
seeking a closer walk with Christ, please join us as we prepare our hearts for the joy of the Resurrection.
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Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, pray for us.



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Monday, March 9

ADORATION MINISTRY NEEDS YOU
We have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Lenten eekday in the church each Thursday fror.n about9

NO MASS am until 9 pm. We are currently in need of

Tuesdav, March 10 help to cover the 6pm-7 pm hour. Many of.our

Lent kd adorers are older and no longer wish to drive
.en en ﬁ/ﬁ ay or be out at night. Prayerfully consider some

8:15 a.m. Mass: scheduled time before the Lord and call the

Ed GaUdreau1t+ b Norma- LeSkO office for more details.

Wednesday, March 11 MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE

Lenten Weekday We will have a few Mass schedule changes

8:15 a.m. Mass:
Richard A. Willaredt+ by Janice

next week. Tuesday, March 10 and March 17,
mass will be moved to 8:15 a.m. At this time,

Willaredt Mass on March 18th is cancelled so that our
Thursdav. March 12 priests can be in convocation with their broth-
Lenten eekday er priests of our diocese. Pray for all the priests

of our diocese as they go about the work of
leading our local church.

LADIES SODALITY NEWS

Remember to sign up for the Annual Prayer
Breakfast being held on our campus, March
21st. Look for the registration form in this

8:15a.m. Mass:

Dale Fletcher+ by Darlene Fletcher
Friday, March 13

Lenten Weekday

8:15a.m. Mass:

Denny Charney+ by Kay Clay

bulletin, scan the QR code to register on-line
Eatur da 1\{{.[3I‘Ch 14 or drop a $30 check in collection basket with
enten ee ay your name, address and email address and we
NO MASS will save you a seat.
Saturday-Sunday, March 14- March
15 A THE AREA
Fourth Sunday of Lent ROUND R

ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS....

to the National Council of Catholic Women,
celebrating 106 years of service and leadership
in our Catholic values. Founded and approved
by the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops on
March 4, 1920.

4:30 p.m. (Saturday) Vigil Mass:
Sister Mary Thomas+ by Dr. Albert
Trtanj

8:00 a.m. Mass *Streamed*:
Parishioners of Saint Elizabeth

10: a.m. Mass:

Nancy Gray+ by Bob Varady &
Mary Jane Sitton

Primarily they began as Altar and Rosary So-
cieties within churches, expanding to include
other organizations as parishes grew in size,
including Daughters of Isabella, Daughters of
America, Right to Life, school mothers, mother
clubs, and K.C. Auxiliaries, etc.

Regardless of affiliations, all Catholic Women
are part of the Council. The “ladder” might be-
gin on parish level, then Deanery level (23 Par-
ishes make up Alton Deanery), followed to the
Diocesan level (5 Deaneries make up Spring-
field level), then proceed to the National level.
We strive to make a difference by our actions
and voices within our parishes, communities,
National and International ministries.

14 DAY SANCTUARY LAMP

The 14 Day Sanctuary Lamp burns this week

to remind us to pray for For our Elect as they
move towards full communion with Christ’s
church at Easter.

ALTAR FLOWERS

There is no flower memorial during the Lenten
season. Please contact the office to schedule a

memorial! Please pray for guidance in their works and

Mass offerings are available ($10), as are memo-
rials on the 14 Day Candle / Sanctuary Lamp, and
Altar Flowers ($50). Contact the parish office.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING
CATHOLIC? JOIN US FOR OCIA
Do you have a child over the age of 7 who
hasn't been baptized? Were you baptized
Catholic as a child, but haven't celebrated
the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confir-
mation? Are you seeking relationship with
Christ and have questions? Contact our
DRE, Chris Spanberger (cspan@stelizabeth-
gc.org for more information about OCIA &
PSR

‘Read about more going on here and nearby at stelizabethge.org/news
FORMATION & KNIGHTS CORNER

We will be raffling off a beautiful queen size
quilt, made by our talented quilters and four
beautiful leather purses along with a few other
special items. Hope to fill the church and caf-
eteria with faith filled women for a half day of
praise and worship.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE

This spring, in partnership with our friends

at Holy Famly/St. Mary's Catholic Church, we
will participate in 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil.
Our day is Friday, March 27 beginning at 7a.m.
We need a total of 24 people who are willing

to pray for an hour at the abortion business in
downtown Granite City. Sign up this weekend
in the gathering space.

LENTEN MISSION
Ready for a spiritual reset?

Mark your calendars for March 9-11! We are
hosting Patty Schneier for our annual Lenten
Mission. Whether you're a lifelong Catholic or
just exploring your faith, Patty's message of
“Extraordinary Love” is for you.

Finish the week strong at the Tri-City Penance
Service on March 12 at Holy Family.

See you there!

continued prayers for world peace.

Submitted by: Alton Deanery Council of Cath-
olic Women Board

Saturday, April 18,2026 / 6:00 - 10:00 p.m

Julia's Banquet Center
ate Plaza /East Alton, IL. 62024

, Wine, Music & Activities

,000 IN RAFFLE PRIZES

r, and three $1,000 winner

KNIGHTS CORNER
I would like to welcome John Corbett to our
council. Peace be with you.

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.” —
Acts 20:35

Grand Knight Alan Arakaki




SPRINGFIELD IL. BIOCESAN
NCROE CATHOLIC WOMEN

Disciples
&

Stewards

SPRINGFIELD IN IL DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN(SDCCW) SCHOLARSHIP
The MISSION of the Springfield in IL Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (SDCCW) is to
support and empower all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. The
SDCCW is pleased to award a $2,000 scholarship to four Catholic HS girl graduates from
the Springfield Diocese in IL. To apply for one of these scholarships, the following three
documents must be received by April 15, 2026.

CO
2
z
z
=
z

SATURDAY,MARCH 28

1. The SDCCW Scholarship Application: Completed-- including your signature and the SUN DAY, MARCH 29
signature of your pastor.

2. ATYPED ESSAY (two pages maximum) signed by you indicating how you have
exemplified Catholic values of leadership, faith and service in your family, parish, school

We would be egg-cited =5
to have you buy some

) A iacl
and/or community. }pf our baked goodies! ’M\i
3. A Signed LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION from an adult that is familiar with how you After Each Mass "'y’

have exemplified Catholic values of leadership, faith and service to family, parish, school
and/or community.

If you or a family member meets the qualifications please pick up a packet in the
gathering space.

2300 Pontoon’Rd:
Granite City, lllinois
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St. Elizabeth Men’s Club

_ ==« LENTEN
Step into the Upper Room and experience the powerful story of the final meal shared by Y] FISH FRY
Jesus Christ and his disciples.

f‘%’.@ SCHEDULE

The Last Supper
Witness the Night That Changed the World

This moving movie brings to life the love, humility, and sacrifice that led to the institution

chari beginnin the Passion. - / Come out and support the “World
b i B e M S e ik g [ - Famous” St. Elizabeth Men’s Club Fish
Fries during the Lenten season!

Discover: “

s The gift of the Eucharist Friday, March 6, 2026

e |Institution of The Mass Friday, March 13, 2026

§ . Friday, March 20, 2026

¢ The ning of servant 1Eadel8hlp R Friday, March 27, 2026

= The humanity and struggles of the apostles Friday, April 3, 2026 mb

# The depth of Christ's love HO)

“Da this in memory of me.” Luke 22:19

St. Elizabeth School Cafeteria 0
Location: St. Elizabeth's Ha y R Dine in or carry out available 4pm-7pm
Date: Monday, March 30, 2026

Tlme: Dinner at 6:00 Movie starts at 6:30

If interested in attending, please sign up in the Gathering Space. There is NO cost for
attending.

All are welcome!
Bring a friend and prepare your heart for Holy Week!



DiSCiples Tvi City Lenten Fenance Service

Capital Campaign

Goal

November 15, 2025 — $2.1 Million Thursday, March 12, 2026
November 17, 2028 S tewards ¥ 6:30pm
$2.,000,000 020 Baen’ sty Holy Family Cathlic: Church
Theme: See the Beutifiscover t 2606 Wa;hingj‘ion Ave.
$1,750,000 . Granite ci’n,

Reconciliacion en espafiol también!

$1,500,000

$1,250,000

ST. MARY - ST. MARK
Cathalic Church
Madison, IL

$1,000,000
$750,000
$400,000

Monday, Majich/9, through
Wednesday', v arch 1_1

P,
6:30 p.m. m\ ‘

St. Elizabeth éath”oe:@hurch
Babysitting.Provided_ &5, ¢
SN e
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Strong in Faith, Building for Tomorrow

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Thank you to all who have pledged or contributed to our Capital
Campaign. While we continue to look at new fundraisers where the
community can participate, ultimately this is our church, our school and
our campus. We need YOU praying for our success, talking up the needs of
our parish, and pledging and giving, maybe even beyond your comfort
level. If you do not currently tithe 10% of your gross income, this would
be an excellent opportunity to ease into it through monthly payments.

Thus far, we are happy to report that we have received a total of
$300,051.00 pledged and collected $183,300.00 in actual donations. We
have a long way to go, but we are confident in our parish!

There is an assessment amount that we are required to pass along to the
diocese. These funds will help to maintain and improve exterior
conditions at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception as well as
maintenance needs at the Catholic Pastoral Center and Villa Maria
Conference Center in Springfield. Our assessment amount for this
campaign is $75,456. This amount will take care of our responsibility and
is a ONE TIME payment to the diocese.

Please do not pass up the opportunity to share a pledge card with your

family or friends, some of whom may be alumni of our school or former
parishioners. We also have a container in the gathering space for spare

change or to drop contributions. Every little bit helps.

Please continue praying and discerning what you are being called to give
and make your pledge soon. There are plenty of cards in the gathering
space. May God bless you always.

St. Elizabeth, pray for us.

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

Next weekend's second collection is for Catholic Relief Services. - This
collection provides funding for Catholic Relief Services, the USCCB Offices
of International Justice and Peace, Migration and Refugee Services, and
Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees, relief work of the Holy Father,
and the Catholic legal Immigration Network

LADIES SODALITY SCHOLARSHIP
Attention, seniors! Please pick up your 2026
application packet for the Ladies Sodality
Scholarship, recognizing a student who
exemplifies the values and beliefs of the
Catholic faith. Packets are available this week in
the Parish office and are due on April 30, 2026.

REISKE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Applications will be available at the Parish Office
this week. Any college bound parishioner is
eligible who:

Graduated from St. Elizabeth School
Presently is a member of St. Elizabeth Parish
Is active in the Parish

Attends Mass EVERY WEEKEND

Has financial need

Applications are due by Tuesday, March 31, 2026,
no later than 4:00 pm. Fr. Alfred and the Selection
Committee will then review the applications and
present their selection to the Pastoral Council.
First time applicants will have preferential
consideration and no one applicant will be
awarded the scholarship more than two times.

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Contribution statements for 2025 are located in the
tubs in the gathering space. Please look for yours
and take it with you for tax purposes. If you do not
see yours, please contact the parish office or, check
your email. Some of our parishioners would have
had their statements sent to them by email.




DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS
OFFICE OF THE BisHOP
March, 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Soon our diocese will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection. Your support for this
collection provides aid to vulnerable people affected by war, natural disasters, and exploitation.

Human trafficking is the exploitation of a person through forced labor, domestic servitude, or
commercial sex. It affects women, children, and men of all ages everywhere in the world, including in the
United States. Although some victims of human trafficking are also smuggled across national borders,
human trafficking involves anyone who is compelled by force, fraud, or coercion to provide work or
service, regardless of nationality or citizenship or geographic location.

Poverty, isolation from the support of family and friends, and cultural or language barriers are
among the factors that place people at risk of trafficking. Native Americans are particularly vulnerable to
trafficking and violence, as many live in poverty away from reservations or tribal lands. Meanwhile,
many reservations cover vast rural ferritories and have few law enforcement resources to aid victims of
trafficking and bring perpetrators to justice.

In light of these challenges, successful antitrafficking efforts must involve communities that can
recognize the signs of trafficking and provide direct assistance to victims. School teachers, parish staff and
clergy, and health care providers at community clinics —with training to recognize the signs of human
trafficking in their own communities — can be effective in combatting the exploitation of those they serve.

With funds received through The Catholic Relief Services Collection, the office of Migration and
Refugee Services (MRS} of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops launched a pilot program to
combat human trafficking among indigenous Hawaiians in the Diocese of Honolulu and on the St. Regis
Mohawk Reservation in the Diocese of Ogdensburg, New York. Working with local partners, MRS staff
assessed the challenges facing those communities, trained local leaders to recognize the signs of human
trafficking, and helped leaders establish networks to respond to the needs of victims.

Your support of The Catholic Relief Services Collection empowers and brings healing to
communities affected by poverty and injustice. Your participation helps MRS and five other Catholic
ministries to reveal Christ’s love to victims of trafficking, war, and natural disaster, both around the world
and here in the United States. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection this year. To
support the collection with an online donation, please use this QR code or visit iGiveCatholic at
tgroecatiolic.org/story/USCCB-CRS

To learn more about the collection and the people who benefit, please visit
www.nscchorg/catholic-relicf. Thank you for your generous support for The Catholic
Relief Services Collection.

Sincerely yvours in Christ,

— T
Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois



- DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS
OFFICE OF THE BisHoOr
March, 2026

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

Pronto nuestra diocesis realizard The Catholic Relief Services Collection. El apoyo de ustedes a esta
colecta les proporciona ayuda a las personas vulnerables afectadas por guerras, desastres naturales y
explotacion. :

La trata de personas es la explotacion de una persona mediante el trabajo forzado, la servidumbre
doméstica o el sexo comercial, Esto afecta a mujeres, niftos y hombres de cualquier edad, en cualquier parte del
mundo, incluyendo a los Estados Unidos. Aunque algunas de las victimas de la trata de personas también son
objeto de trafico a través de las fronteras nacionales, la trata de personas implica a cualquier persona que se vea
obligada por fuerza, fraude o coercién para realizar un trabajo de servicio, independientemente de
nacionalidad, ciudadania o ubicacién geografica.

La pobreza, el estar alejados del apoyo de sus familiares y amigos, asi como las barreras culturales o de
lenguaje, son los factores principales que colocan a estas personas en riesgo de ser victimas del trafico humano.
Los nativo-americanos son especialmente vulnerables a la trata de personas y a la violencia ya que muchos de
ellos viven en la pobreza, lejos de sus reservas o tierras tribales. Por otra parte, muchas reservas cubren vastos
territorios rurales y tienen muy pocos recursos para el cumplimiento de la ley con el fin de ayudar a las
victimas de la trata de personas y llevar a los responsables ante la justicia.

A la luz de estos desafios, para que los esfuerzos contra la trata de personas sean exitosos deben
involucrar a las comunidades que puedan reconocer las sefiales de la trata de personas y puedan proporcionar
ayuda a las victimas. Los maestros de las escuelas, el personal y el clero de la parroquia y los proveedores de

servicios médicos de las clinicas comunitarias — con una capacitacién para reconocer las seftales de la trata de
personas en sus propias comunidades— pueden ser muy eficaces para combatir la explotacién de aquellos a
quienes sirven.

Con los fondos recibidos de The Catholic Relief Services Collection, la oficina de Migration and
Refugee Services (MRS) de la Conferencia de Obispos Catolicos de los Estados Unidos, inici6 un programa
para combatir la trata de personas entre los nativos hawaianos en la Ditcesis de Honolulu y en la Reserva
Mohawk St. Regis en la Diocesis de Ogdensburg, Nueva York. El personal de MRS, trabajando con sus
asociados locales, evaluaron los desafios que enfrentaban estas comunidades, capacitaron a los lideres locales
para que puedan reconocer las sefiales de la trata de personas y ayudaron a los lideres a establecer redes para
responder a las necesidades de las victimas.

El apoyo de ustedes a The Catholic Relief Services Collection empodera y brinda
sanacion a las comunidades afectadas por la pobreza y la injusticia. Su participacién ayuda a
MRS y a otros cinco ministerios cat6licos a revelar el amor de Cristo a las victimas de la trata
de personas, guerras y desastres naturales, tanto aqui en los Estados Unidos como alrededor
del mundo. Por favor, en oracién, consideren la manera de apoyar a la colecta este afio. Para
apoyar la colecta con un donativo en linea, por favor, utilice el cédigo QR o visite
iGiveCatholic en igivecatholic.org/story / USCCB-CRS.

Para més informacion acerca de la colecta v a quiénes ésta beneficia, visiten www.uscchb.org/catholic-

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo,

t Yot
" ormas Yo |
Reverendisimo Thomas John Paprocki

Obispo de Springfield en Illinois




Remember: Catholic education starts at Sunday Mass!
School families, don’t forget to continue submitting your Mass cards at Sunday Mass.
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Read more about the school & the weekly newsletter at stelizabethgc.org/school

TEWARDSHIP

March 1, 2026 Actual Goal Over/(Short)
Week 35 Regular Income $9,907.00
97 Envelopes, Average $102.13

Loose $534.00
Building Repair & Maintenance $286.00
Online Giving $1,375.53
TOTAL $12,102.53 $11,193.00 $909.53
YTD TOTALS $302,474.84 $391,755.00 ($89,280.16)

eekly and YID Goals are calculated based on our annual fiscal year budget submitted to the Diocese

and what is required to break even.

Other Gifts:
Catholic Charities

Fund a Royal/Tuition Assistance $772.00
Easter Flowers $915.00

$1,019.00

Parish Tithing Reporting

Our parish tithe to the Diocese to support the
administration, ministries, and work of our
Diocese is 10% of our regular monthly income.
January 2026 Tithe: $3,494.00

UPCOMING SPECIAL OR SECOND COLLECTIONS

If you are giving on-line, or are not getting envelopes, please take note of the following Diocesan and Parish
Special Collections. Remember to log in to your PushPay account every month to check on any upcoming
Special Collections. If you are receiving envelopes, we strongly encourage you to use them to make sure
your contributions are properly reported to your account or use your Giving ID # on your check or other en-
velopes. Please contact the Parish office if you are currently not receiving envelopes and would like to start.

using them for all your contributions.

Catholic Relief Services- 3/15 CRS RICE BOWL 4/2

More about more ways to give time, talent, & treasure at stelizabethgc.org/stewardship

My Parish Prayer

Almighty God, My parish is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am.
It will be holy if I am. Its pews will be filled if I help fill them. It will do great work if I work. It will be prayerful if I pray. It will
make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its worship if I invite and bring them.
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and of compassion, charity, and mercy if I - who make it
what it is - am filled with these same qualities. Therefore, with the help of God, Iwill dedicate myself to the task of being all the

Sunday, March 8

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
(Clock Forward One Hour)

Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Liturgy @ 10:30 Mass

Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedication
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m

Monday, March 9

NO DAILY MASS

Lenten Mission -- 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 10

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m..

Lenten Mission- 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.

Lenten Mission & Reception- 6:30 p.m.
BINGO - 7 p.m. (Columbus Home)
Thursday, March 12

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.

Adoration 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.

Tri City Lenten Penance Service - 6:30 p.m.
(Holy Family)

0.C.I.A.- 6:30 p.m. (PLC)

Friday, March 13

NO SCHOOL

Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.

Lenten Fish Fry - 4 p.m- 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 14

Pray @ Abortion Business - 9 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation 3 p.m.
Vigil Mass - 4:30 p.m.

150 Club Dinner- 5:30 p.m. (Columbus
Home)

Sunday, March 15
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Men @ Prayer & PSR- 9 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy @ 10:30 Mass

Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedication
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m

“Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Jesus reminds us that material things, even
something as basic as water, can never satisfy
us over the long run. When we build our lives

around material possessions we will always want
more, and no amount will ever satisfy our desire.

True joy and peace only come when we
follow Jesus - when we become more
“God-centered” and less “self-cen-
tered.”

things I want my parish to be. Bless my journey Lord God, that I might follow Jesus and build the Church for your glory. Amen.



BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS & ADVERTISING
Published weekly by St. Elizabeth Catholic Church & School and printed locally by Schwartzkopf Printing in Alton, Illinois. To

recommend content for inclusion in the bulletin, email bulletin@stelizabethgc.org prior to Monday at Noon. For information on
bulletin advertising, contact Bret Ware in the parish office.

Please Support & Thank Our Advertisers! They make our bulletin possible.
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Along the Way
Bed and Breakfast
A Better Way to Stay
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