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.               LIVING WATER
As we approach the Third Sunday of Lent, we encounter Jesus at the well, offering the Samaritan woman “living water” 
that satisfies the deepest thirsts of the soul. Just as she left her water jar behind to share the Good News, we are invit-
ed this week to set aside our own distractions and drink deeply from the well of God’s mercy. To help us encounter this 
life-giving grace, we have two wonderful opportunities approaching: our Lenten Mission begins next week, followed by a 
community-wide Penance Service at our sister parish, Holy Family. Whether you are feeling spiritually parched or simply 
seeking a closer walk with Christ, please join us as we prepare our hearts for the joy of the Resurrection.



Prayer & Liturgy
Liturgical Schedule		
Monday,  March 9	   		
Lenten Weekday 
NO MASS					   
Tuesday, March 10 
Lenten Weekday  
8:15 a.m. Mass:               	          	
Ed Gaudreault+ by Norma Lesko		
Wednesday, March 11			 
Lenten Weekday 
8:15 a.m. Mass: 
Richard A. Willaredt+ by Janice 
Willaredt				                                                                    
Thursday, March 12			 
Lenten Weekday		  	
8:15 a.m. Mass:			 
Dale Fletcher+ by Darlene Fletcher	
Friday,  March 13 
Lenten Weekday	 		
8:15 a.m. Mass: 
Denny Charney+ by Kay Clay	
Saturday, March 14		        
Lenten Weekday		  	
NO MASS				  
Saturday-Sunday, March 14- March 
15	 			   		
Fourth Sunday of Lent			 
4:30 p.m. (Saturday) Vigil Mass: 	
Sister Mary Thomas+ by Dr. Albert 
Trtanj					   
8:00 a.m. Mass *Streamed*: 	
Parishioners of Saint Elizabeth 	
10: a.m. Mass:  			 
 Nancy Gray+ by Bob Varady & 
Mary Jane Sitton	

Reflections to help you prepare for 
Sunday Mass, the Holy Father’s monthly 
prayer intentions, and prayers for our 
priests and military are all on our web-
site at: stelizabethgc.org/pray

14 DAY SANCTUARY LAMP		
The 14 Day Sanctuary Lamp burns this week 
to remind us to pray for For our Elect as they 
move towards full communion with Christ’s 
church at Easter.
ALTAR FLOWERS			 
There is no flower memorial during the Lenten 
season. Please contact the office to schedule a 
memorial! 

Mass offerings are available ($10), as are memo-
rials on the 14 Day Candle / Sanctuary Lamp, and 
Altar Flowers ($50). Contact the parish office.

ADORATION MINISTRY NEEDS YOU	
We have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
in the church each Thursday from about 9 
am until 9 pm. We are currently in need of 
help to cover the 6pm-7 pm hour. Many of our 
adorers are older and no longer wish to drive 
or be out at night. Prayerfully consider some 
scheduled time before the Lord and call the 
office for more details. 			 
MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE		
      We  will have a few Mass schedule changes 
next week. Tuesday, March 10 and March 17, 
mass will be moved to 8:15 a.m. At this time, 
Mass on March 18th is cancelled so that our 
priests can be in convocation with their broth-
er priests of our diocese. Pray for all the priests 
of our diocese as they go about the work of 
leading our local church.	

LADIES SODALITY NEWS		
Remember to sign up for the Annual Prayer 
Breakfast being held on our campus, March 
21st. Look for the registration form in this 
bulletin, scan the QR code to register on-line 
or drop a $30 check in collection basket with 
your name, address and email address and we 
will save you a seat. 

We will be raffling off a beautiful queen size 
quilt, made by our talented quilters and four 
beautiful leather purses along with a few other 
special items. Hope to fill the church and caf-
eteria with faith filled women for a half day of 
praise and worship.				  
40 DAYS FOR LIFE			 
This spring, in partnership with our friends 
at Holy Famly/St. Mary’s Catholic Church, we 
will participate in 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil. 
Our day is Friday, March 27 beginning at 7 a.m. 
We need a total of 24 people who are willing 
to pray for an hour at the abortion business in 
downtown Granite City. Sign up this weekend 
in the gathering space.

LENTEN MISSION			 
Ready for a spiritual reset? 

​Mark your calendars for March 9–11! We are 
hosting Patty Schneier for our annual Lenten 
Mission. Whether you’re a lifelong Catholic or 
just exploring your faith, Patty’s message of 
“Extraordinary Love” is for you.

​Finish the week strong at the Tri-City Penance 
Service on March 12 at Holy Family.

​See you there!

Parish Life

ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS....		
to the National Council of Catholic Women, 
celebrating 106 years of service and leadership 
in our Catholic values. Founded and approved 
by the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops on 
March 4, 1920.

Primarily they began as Altar and Rosary So-
cieties within churches, expanding to include 
other organizations as parishes grew in size, 
including Daughters of Isabella, Daughters of 
America, Right to Life, school mothers, mother 
clubs, and K.C. Auxiliaries, etc.

Regardless of affiliations, all Catholic Women 
are part of the Council. The “ladder” might be-
gin on parish level, then Deanery level (23 Par-
ishes make up Alton Deanery), followed to the 
Diocesan level (5 Deaneries make up Spring-
field level), then proceed to the National level. 
We strive to make a difference by our actions 
and voices within our parishes, communities, 
National and International ministries.

Please pray for guidance in their works and 

continued prayers for world peace.

Submitted by: Alton Deanery Council of Cath-
olic Women Board

Around the Area 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
CATHOLIC? JOIN US FOR OCIA 
Do you have a child over the age of 7 who 
hasn’t been baptized? Were you baptized 
Catholic as a child, but haven’t celebrated 
the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confir-
mation? Are you seeking relationship with 
Christ and have questions? Contact our 
DRE, Chris Spanberger (cspan@stelizabeth-
gc.org for more information about OCIA & 
PSR

KNIGHTS CORNER 			 
I would like to welcome John Corbett to our 
council. Peace be with you. 

 ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” — 
Acts 20:35

Grand Knight Alan Arakaki

Formation  &  Knights Corner

Explore opportunities to learn more about your faith at stelizabethgc.org/formation

Read about more going on here and nearby at stelizabethgc.org/news

Read more about preparing for Sacraments and 
receiving other forms of pastoral care, like an-
nointing or communion to the Homebound, etc. 
at stelizabethgc.org/pastoral-care



Extra 
Extra!

SPRINGFIELD IN IL DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN(SDCCW) SCHOLARSHIP
The MISSION of the Springfield in IL Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (SDCCW) is to 
support and empower all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. The 
SDCCW is pleased to award a $2,000 scholarship to four Catholic HS girl graduates from 
the Springfield Diocese in IL.  To apply for one of these scholarships, the following three 
documents must be received by April 15, 2026.   

1. The SDCCW Scholarship Application:  Completed-- including your signature and the 
signature of your pastor. 
2. A TYPED ESSAY (two pages maximum) signed by you indicating how you have 
exemplified Catholic values of leadership, faith and service in your family, parish, school 
and/or community.  
3. A Signed LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION from an adult that is familiar with how you 
have exemplified Catholic values of leadership, faith and service to family, parish, school 
and/or community. 
If you or a family member meets the qualifications please pick up a packet in the 
gathering space. 



Extra 
Extra!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  
Thank you to all who have pledged or contributed to our Capital 
Campaign. While we continue to look at new fundraisers where the 
community can participate, ultimately this is our church, our school and 
our campus.  We need YOU praying for our success, talking up the needs of 
our parish, and pledging and giving, maybe even beyond your comfort 
level.  If you do not currently tithe 10% of your gross income, this would 
be an excellent opportunity to ease into it through monthly payments.

Thus far, we are happy to report that we have received a total of 
$300,051.00 pledged and collected $183,300.00 in actual donations. We 
have a long way to go, but we are confident in our parish! 

There is an assessment amount that we are required to pass along to the 
diocese. These funds will help to maintain and improve exterior 
conditions at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception as well as 
maintenance needs at the Catholic Pastoral Center and Villa Maria 
Conference Center in Springfield.  Our assessment amount for this 
campaign is $75,456. This amount will take care of our responsibility and 
is a ONE TIME payment to the diocese.  

Please do not pass up the opportunity to share a pledge card with your 
family or friends, some of whom may be alumni of our school or former 
parishioners. We also have a container in the gathering space for spare 
change or to drop contributions.  Every little bit helps.  

Please continue  praying and discerning what you are being called to give 
and make your pledge soon. There are plenty of cards in the gathering 
space.  May God bless you always.

St. Elizabeth, pray for us.

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND
Next weekend's second collection is for Catholic Relief Services. – This 
collection provides funding for Catholic Relief Services, the USCCB Offices 
of International Justice and Peace, Migration and Refugee Services, and 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees, relief work of the Holy Father, 
and the Catholic legal Immigration Network

REISKE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
Applications will be available at the Parish Office 
this week.  Any college bound parishioner is 
eligible who:

·         Graduated from St. Elizabeth School

·         Presently is a member of St. Elizabeth Parish

·         Is active in the Parish

·         Attends Mass  EVERY WEEKEND

·         Has financial need

Applications are due by Tuesday, March 31, 2026, 
no later than 4:00 pm.  Fr. Alfred and the Selection 
Committee will then review the applications and 
present their selection to the Pastoral Council.  
First time applicants will have preferential 
consideration and no one applicant will be 
awarded the scholarship more than two times. 

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Contribution statements for 2025 are located in the 
tubs in the gathering space. Please look for yours 
and take it with you for tax purposes. If you do not 
see yours, please contact the parish office or, check 
your email. Some of our parishioners would have 
had their statements sent to them by email. 

LADIES SODALITY SCHOLARSHIP
Attention, seniors!  Please pick up your 2026 
application packet for the Ladies Sodality 
Scholarship, recognizing a student who 
exemplifies the values and beliefs of the 
Catholic faith. Packets are available this week in 
the Parish office and are  due on April 30, 2026. 







					   
Sunday, March 8
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
(Clock Forward One Hour)
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy @ 10:30 Mass
Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedication   
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m
Monday, March 9
NO DAILY MASS
Lenten Mission -- 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday,  March 10
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.. 
Lenten Mission- 6:30 p.m.		
Wednesday, March 11
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
Lenten Mission & Reception- 6:30 p.m.
BINGO - 7 p.m. (Columbus Home)
Thursday, March 12
Daily Mass- 8:15  a.m.
Adoration 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Tri City Lenten Penance Service - 6:30 p.m. 
(Holy Family)
O.C.I.A.- 6:30 p.m. (PLC)
Friday, March 13
NO SCHOOL
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
Lenten Fish Fry - 4 p.m- 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 14
Pray @ Abortion Business - 9 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation 3 p.m.	
Vigil Mass - 4:30 p.m.
150 Club Dinner- 5:30 p.m. (Columbus 
Home)
Sunday, March 15                                                                                                                                               
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Men @ Prayer & PSR- 9 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy @ 10:30 Mass
Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedication 
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m

This  Week 

Stewardship
March 1, 2026 Actual Goal Over/(Short)
Week 35  Regular Income $9,907.00

97 Envelopes, Average $102.13

Loose $534.00

Building Repair & Maintenance $286.00

Online Giving $1,375.53

TOTAL $12,102.53 $11,193.00 $909.53
YTD TOTALS $302,474.84 $391,755.00 ($89,280.16)

Weekly and YTD Goals are calculated based on our annual fiscal year budget submitted to the Diocese 
and what is required to break even. 
Other Gifts:
Catholic Charities	 $1,019.00		  		     		  	

Fund a Royal/Tuition Assistance $772.00						    
Easter Flowers  $915.00	
UPCOMING SPECIAL OR SECOND COLLECTIONS					   
If you are giving on-line, or are not getting envelopes, please take note of the following Diocesan and Parish 
Special Collections.  Remember to log in to your PushPay account every month to check on any upcoming 
Special Collections.  If you are receiving envelopes, we strongly encourage you to use them to make sure 
your contributions are properly reported to your account or use your Giving ID # on your check or other en-
velopes.  Please contact the Parish office if you are currently not receiving envelopes and would like to start. 
using them for all your contributions.     Catholic Relief Services- 3/15  CRS RICE BOWL 4/2

“Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Jesus reminds us that material things, even 
something as basic as water, can never satisfy 
us over the long run. When we build our lives 
around material possessions we will always want 
more, and no amount will ever satisfy our desire. 
True joy and peace only come when we 
follow Jesus - when we become more 
“God-centered” and less “self-cen-
tered.”

Parish Tithing Reporting 
Our parish tithe to the Diocese to support the 
administration, ministries, and work of our 
Diocese is 10% of our regular monthly income. 
January 2026 Tithe: $3,494.00

 

My Parish Prayer      Almighty God, My parish is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am. 
It will be holy if I am. Its pews will be filled if I help fill them. It will do great work if I work. It will be prayerful if I pray. It will 
make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its worship if I invite and bring them. 
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and of compassion, charity, and mercy if I - who make it 
what it is - am filled with these same qualities. Therefore, with the help of God,  I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the 
things I want my parish to be. Bless my journey Lord God, that I might follow Jesus and build the Church for your glory. Amen.

St. Elizabeth 
Remember: Catholic education starts at Sunday Mass!  

School families, don’t forget to continue submitting your Mass cards at Sunday Mass.

Read more about the school & the weekly newsletter at stelizabethgc.org/school

More about more ways to give time, talent, & treasure at stelizabethgc.org/stewardship
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an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor.

Alison Smith
217-321-1155




